well as your open social ideas on society. The last time we met was in London on 19 July 2008 at the National Infertility Day organized in recognition of 30 years of IVF. Both of us lectured at the meeting and our discussions afterwards were caught on camera (see Fig. 2 ).
There are many more 'souvenirs' of these years but space does not allow. Let me close by repeating my sincere congratulations on the Nobel Prize and sincere thanks from all of us. The first issue of Human Reproduction was published in 1986 while Bob was still Scientific Director at Bourn Hall. It was published by IRL Press for the then recently formed European Society of Human Reproduction and Embryology and the stated aim was to 'sustain a high-quality journal devoted to research and debate on human reproduction'. The range of topics from sexual differentiation to embryonic development included ethics and law. Eight issues per year were published up until 1992, but by then, apart from frequent travels and regular writing assignments, Bob was devoted to the journal full time and from 1993 the journal was published monthly and began to expand.
In the beginning, the journal was run by two people from one small dimly-lit room in the stable block at Bourn Hall. Bob would sit on a hard upright chair by the window balancing the papers on his knee and issuing instructions to Caroline Blackwell at the typewriter as he read through each manuscript. Reviewers, carefully thought about by country and expertise, came from the top of his head.
The first computer and manuscript tracking system was installed in 1991 and the editorial revolution took off from there. The 1990s in Human Reproduction was a decade of intense hard work and rapid development. Bob took an interest in every aspect and every detail. He was first to arrive in the morning and last to leave at night. Reviewing procedures and manuscript checking routines were set up, many of which are still in place today. E-mail gradually simplified the editorial processes and speeded up responses and the sackloads of letters soon became a thing of the past. As in his approach to research, Bob was very mindful of ethics in publication and an ESHRE publications ethics committee was involved in dealing with various ethical cases from 1997.
The results of all this effort were apparent, in that the pages published annually rose from 600 in 1986 to 3000 by the late 1990s and the enterprise became profitable for the first time in 1994. Crucially, the influential impact factor of Human Reproduction began to rise (e.g. from 1.33 in 1991 to 3.65 in 1998) so that the journal was then in competition with long-established journals in the field, even though the reliability of these measures were questioned in an Editorial as early as 1993.
In 1996, when the number of editorial staff had grown to 8, the roof of the stable block became in need of urgent repair and we were obliged to move. We were all quite sad to leave this iconic setting, especially Bob, but via his university contacts he managed to secure the lease of Moor Barns Farmhouse on the edge of Cambridge. This old farmhouse, complete with gardens, has a unique character and charm of its own and all of a sudden we were a dedicated editorial team with our own office.
At Moor Barns Farmhouse, Bob recreated the atmosphere of a thriving research group. There was no laboratory but new discoveries came through daily in the papers submitted. There were many interesting discussions and Bob initiated many projects with 1-5 supplements published every year between 1994 and 2000. He wrote many articles, reviews, books and editorials and gave the sciencebased editorial staff the chance to join in whenever he could. These were exciting times, with Bob and the field frequently in the news. Bob was very actively attending meetings around the world and we had many visitors who came to the farmhouse for discussions with him. By the end of the 1990s, he could be rightly proud of the growing reputation of the journal, although he was also acutely aware of its responsibility with regard to influencing clinical practice.
The maximum staff ratio during this time was one Bob to eleven staff-all women. Quite a management challenge! Working for Bob in the editorial office was never dull. It was always interesting, sometimes challenging and occasionally chaotic. Bob always tried hard to make the work fun and generally succeeded. He was extraordinarily generous, regularly taking the entire team out to lunch paid for out of his own pocket and bringing back gifts for us all from 'foreign' places. Returning from one notable trip to North Africa he recounted that his request to purchase from the local trader, 16 mementos, 11 for work colleagues and 5 for his daughters, brought such admiration that he got a really good price! Another decade has passed and we are in a new century but Human Reproduction continues to thrive, keeping up traditions started by Bob Edwards as well as developing in new areas. The fascination of publishing in this fast-moving field remains and the journal continues to maintain its devotion to research and debate and hopefully its high quality also. So, once again, congratulations Bob, and also thank you for giving Human Reproduction such a good start in life. 
